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staying only || upon || this) the bail was discharged, and a letter

written to the master, that, in regard such disorders were com-

mitted aboard his ship, it was his duty to inquire out the offend-

ers and punish them ; and withal to desire him to bring no
- more such disordered persons among us.

*Mr. Wilson’s hay, being stacked up not well dried, fell on
fire, to his great prejudice at this season; fired by his own ser-
vants, ete., as they intended to prevent firing.*

The weather was very fine and hot, without rain, near six
weeks.

The Lords Say and Brook wrote to the governour and Mr,

Bellingham,! that howsoever they might have sent a man of
|[for |

! Gov. Richard Bellingham’s worth is exhibited in the annals of his country,
of which he was the last surviving patentee named in the charter, “having
spun,” says Hubbard, 610, “a long threcad of above eighty years.” His talents
were adapted less for eloquence than advice, as the same writer expresses it,
“like a vessel whose vent holdeth no good proportion with its capacity.” Hub-
bard, after observing that his qualifications, as a governour, were rather lessened
by his melancholy humour, continues: “Ile had been bred a lawyer, yet turned
strangely, although upon very pious considerations, as some have judged, out of
the ordinary road thereof, in the making of his last will and testament, which
defect, if there were any, was abundantly supplied by the power of the general
court, so as that no prejudice did arise to his successors about his estate.” A
fact inconsistent with the correctness of the closing suggestion, is, by the recent
editor, in the note to Amer. Ed. Hutch. I. 247, asserted. Bellingham and his wife,
Elizabeth, who died in a few years, were received into Boston church, 3 August
of this year, so that a wrong date of his arrival is given by Eliot; but more obser-
vation is deserved by a casual sentence about this gentleman from the same
author. Ile calls him “a very learned man, compared with his contemporaries
in New FEngland.” This is uttcred without the caution that usually distinguishes
our New England biographer. Several of the laity were equals, in my opinion,
of Bellingham; and,— without naming some of the worthies of Plimouth,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, or New Haven,— both the Winthrops, Bradstreet,
and Saltonstall his superiors. 1 speak confidently, but advisedly, that, if we
include the clergy, who surely had as good a share of letters as their brethren
educated at the same universities of Oxford and Cambridge, there were in New
England, at any time between 1630 and 1690, as many sons of those two famous
nurseries of learning as would be found in a proportionate number of their fel-
low subjects in the mother country. Besides which our own college, for four
fifths of the time, sent out streams, many of which flowed to make glad the land
of their fathers.

In the culogium of this worthy, by IIubbard, “a notable hater of bribes”
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